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This month’s speakers:

This month it is all about combining the written word with music:

Susie Groundwater: ‘Using Al to turn poems into music’
Move over, Richard Wagner... I’ve never heard of the system Susie will
present on, and I’m deliberately not revealing what it is! But did you know
that it’s not just pop songs, but also many of the librettos of operas are
rhyming poetry? (For Wagner, of course, it helps if you a) can understand
German and b)can run subtitles ... Ed.) However, often librettos are written
~ after the music has been composed. Well, Susie will enlighten us on how
this works the other way around: Write your poem and the system will
create music. Can’t wait!

Jack Kregas: ‘How to make a book cover that

plays Stereo Sound Pictures’ ,
What? Yes, don’t just have a synopsis (the blurb you write on the back of
your book cover), but play matching music. What is a ‘Stereo Sound E
Picture’? Well, you will just have to wait. Jack is coming all the way
from his new abode in Toowoomba to teach us how to master this art of
getting real attention when somebody is searching your website for the
next thrill.

Last month: Ella Wilesmith and Stacey King

Summary by James Crichton:

Ella counselled us to write with emotion, conviction,
empathy and authenticity. With these elements, she
said, we create credible characters. To build authentic
" characters we need wellsprings of inspiration.

Ella compared the dependence of communities on water
with the reliance by creative people on sources of
inspiration. By this measure, imagination cannot thrive
in a spiritual and emotional vacuum.

Writers, said Ella, can find inspiration in their own life
experiences, in those of people they’ve met and in the
work of famous authors. She spoke of early films which
are strong on plot, dialogue and character. Being a keen
observer of everything we see and hear is important.

It is best, Ella reminded us, to write what we know, to
look within ourselves for the story we want to tell, the
| story that begs to be told.




In a masterful distillation of a topic with content enough for a seminar, Stacey spoke about
publishing.

At first glance, self-publishing might seem like a simple process. Do what we can, then ask
or, more likely, pay others to do everything else.

Self-publishing allows us flexibility and creative control. There are legal requirements for
publications, whether in print or digital format. These laws operate in the public interest and
for our protection. They help us to earn remuneration other than that from sales profits.

Stacey’s PowerPoint listed holding agencies for publications, including NED (Digital Legal
Deposit System) for electronic publications and State Libraries for print. Registration with
both agencies is mandatory for publications in all formats.

Other agencies such as Australian Lending Rights (PLR/ELR) allow authors to earn a
commission each time their manuscript is borrowed. PeterPal, a paid service, distributes
copies of manuscripts to libraries. Important for reaching a broader public are online
resources such as Trove and Google Scholar.

1000 Words Competition - ‘Don’t lie to me’

... and the winner is...

This competition was judged in two ways: primarily, by a professional editor, Sally Odgers,
the owner and manager of Wordkettle.Blogspot.com. Check out her site: Sally is a
professional editor and offers editing at a very reasonable price.

Winners: Franz Huber and Margaret Wright. As Sally wrote in her report, she had trouble
selecting between the two stories, so let’s share first prize!

Sally’s Editor’s Report is attached to the email sent to all members. Didn’t receive it? Drop
me a note.

Peter Loveday also entered the submitted stories into Chat GPT for judgment. Interesting!
Peter will elaborate on it at this month’s meeting.

1000 Words Competition — Q3, 2026:

The theme: ‘The Face at the Window’. Genre: Open
— take your pick, from crime to romance, historical
fiction, non-fiction, chick-lit, children’s stories,
fantasy. Anything!

The usual rules apply: 1000 words maximum
(including title), no pictures, no Artificial Intelligence
(we’ll test). Deadline is Thursday, 10% September
2026 (one week before our September meeting), and
no late entries will be accepted. Please submit in MS
Word or Google Doc format, NOT PDF, to
helensvalewriters@gmail.com

Note: Copyright remains with the author. This is a
private, group-internal competition, and thus does not
preclude you from submitting your story to any open
competition, nor, as our end-of-year compilation cannot be purchased on the market, can it be
considered as “previously published”.

Upcoming Writers Competitions

a) The Hope Prize 2026: This is now open. A global short story competition open to writers
from anywhere in the world. Maximum 5000 words. $13,000 prize money! Deadline:
31/10/26. Make sure you read the guidelines.




b) So you are starting to get good at 1000 words? The Svdney Hammond Memorial Short
Story Competition is for you! Max 1000 words, Theme ”I’'m glad you called”. Closes
7th August. Click on link for details.

c) So you are writing poetry? Here is one for you. Click on this link. Again, ensure you
read the conditions.

d) There are another 280 (last time I looked) competitions on reedsy.com — There must be
one or two that suit you!

Can you improve on that?

He sipped his martini. It was perfect. So was she. The mellow sunshine burnished her skin.
Her arms and legs looked smooth and soft. He thought she would be the same in bed as out of
it: relaxed, amusing and game for everything. Damn. She had had this effect on him last time,
and he had gone on one of his rare binges and ended up in a wretched brothel. (Sorry, forgot to
note the author's name... Does anyone recognise it? Ed.)

Gold Coast Writers Association Membership

From 1% January 2026, all our members also need to be members of GCWA, which
assures us of proper insurance cover. Just in case you don’t know: when we hold a meeting
inside a Gold Coast City Council meeting room, the Council’s insurance does NOT cover
us. With this arrangement, we continue to remain independent, but we are now covered. But,
just as important: you are entitled to all the goodies that are available to you as a full
member of GCWA! Please note: If you receive this newsletter by email, you are on the
HWG membership list. If you are not a member, please subscribe now. If you are not
subscribed at the July meeting, you’ll be unlisted. So, if you are not already a member,
click on this link to register: https://www.goldcoastwriters.org/membership.

Be there on Thursday, 16" July. Usual time 10:00 am.
Helensvale Library, downstairs meeting room. Please be a little
bit early, so we can start on time.

Best wishes,

Franz Huber

Helensvale Writers Group
helensvalewriters@ gmail.com
0484 597 451

Why clarity of expression is important:

Saw a sign at a farm that
said ‘Duck, Eggs’.

I was contemplating the \ -
use of a comma, when it P | 5 ¥
Vg

hit me people than <
- sharks

I’'m*surprised cows
kill any sharks at all

Grammar:
The difference between
feeling youre nuts and
feeling your nuts.




