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Monthly Newsletter of the Helensvale Writers Group — June 2026

This month’s speakers:
Ella Wilesmith and Stacey King

Ella is a relatively new member of our group. She will speak
on how to select and develop characters for your novels.

Our resident expert instructor on all
things to do with writing and
publishing, Stacey King will speak
on NED (National edeposit).

Did you know that under legislation publishers have an obligation to
lodge their works with certain
national, state and territory
libraries? Far from just ‘red tape’,
this is designed so you can reach a
wider audience with your edeposit
through discovery services National edeposit
including Google, Trove and national, state and territory
library catalogues.

Last month’s speakers: Ralph Mayn, Lily Arthur &

Megan Norris

‘Under the Spotlight’ speaker Ralph Mayn discussed how he
used the 1000-word competitions to improve his writing. He
handed out two stories he wrote himself.

“Why write?” he asked. In his case, he stated, it is for total
relaxation, diversion and to explore a new subject. “There are as
many different ways to develop an idea as there are brains in the
world,” he said. It also forces discipline to write precisely and use
the minimum number of words required to fully outline what you
want to say. Ralph spoke about some of his favorite writers, such
as Trent Dalton or Tim Winton.

Punctuation? That depends. For example, Maggie O’Farrell, an Irish author, does not always
follow the rules of punctuation or grammar, to make a story more realistic.

Another important point: read what other people read: Top bestsellers, such as ‘To Kill a
Mockingbird’ by Harper Lee. Equally important is to consult an agent, Stacey King, herself
an expert in getting things published, added. The tastes change frequently. Go with it!
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| After the break, Lily Arthur and Megan
Norris took the podium. Megan is an
accomplished ‘True Crime’ author and
podcast creator. The initial idea was to teach
us how to create a podcast and publish it.

Their presentation was mainly relating to
their creation of a podcast relating to Lily’s
work ‘Prisoner of the State’, the horrific
story of her baby getting taken away from
her at birth. You can access this directly:
click here.

1000 Words Competition — Q2, 2026:

Don’t lie to me (a family confrontation)
Deadline is next Thursday, 11" June!

Our convenor, Grahame Moore, has set the
theme for the second competition of 2026. It is
on the theme of confrontation (and yes, you
may include dispute resolution). This time,
please, we want to see all the correct
punctuation marks to magically appear. You
have plenty of time to write your entry, so
show us that you can get your punctuation
correct as it may add points to your
competition entry.

The usual conditions: Fiction, or “creative non-fiction”, 1000 words maximum (including
title), no pictures, no Artificial Intelligence (we’ll test). Have you written at least the first
draft? Now... don’t lie to me! Deadline is Thursday, 11" June 2026 (one week before our
June meeting), and no late entries will be accepted.

Note: Copyright remains with the author. This is a private, group-internal competition, and
thus does not preclude you from submitting your story to any open competition, nor, as our
end-of-year compilation cannot be purchased on the market, can it be considered as
“previously published”.

Judging: This competition will be judged two ways:
1) Conventionally, by Sally Odgers, a professional editor and author in Tasmania. Sally has
judged out competions before and has kindly agreed to do this one as well. By the way, Sally

has recently been awarded an OAM (Order of Australia Medal) for her dedication to the
writing industry.

2) By Artificial Intelligence. Our member Peter Loveday has volunteered to feed the
submissions into Chat GPT and let it come up with a ranking and critique. That will be
interesting to see the difference!

Many people hear voices when no one is there.
Some people are called “mad” and are shut up in rooms where they stare at walls all day.

Others are called “writers” and are doing pretty much the same thing. Ray Bradbury.
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Upcoming Writers Competitions

a) The theme for the next HWG 1000 word competition has been set. Sorry, you’ll have
to wait until this month’s meeting on the 18™ June... ®

b) So you are starting to get good at 1000 words? The Sydney Hammond Memorial Short
Story Competition is for you! Max 1000 words, Theme “I’'m glad you called”. Closes 7"
August. Click on link for details.

c) There are another 280 (last time I looked) competitions on reedsy.com — There must be
one or two that suit you!

Can you improve on that?

d) But when from a long-distant past nothing subsists, after the people are dead, after the
things are broken and scattered, taste and smell alone, more fragile but more enduring,
more unsubstantial, more persistent, more faithful, remain poised a long time, like souls,
remembering, waiting, hoping, amid the ruins of all the rest; and bear unflinchingly, in
the tiny and almost impalpable drop of their essence, the vast structure of recollection.
Marcel Proust, ‘Swan’s Way’

Gold Coast Writers Association Membership

From 1% January 2026, all our members also need to be members of GCWA, which
assures us of proper insurance cover. Just in case you don’t know: when we hold a meeting
inside a Gold Coast City Council meeting room, the Council’s insurance does NOT cover
us. With this arrangement, we continue to remain independent, but we are now covered. But,
just as important: you are entitled to all the goodies that are available to you as a full
member of GCWA!

So, if you are not already a member, click on this link to register:
https://www.goldcoastwriters.org/membership.

Be there on Thursday, 18" June. Usual time 10:00 am. Back at
the old location: Helensvale Library, downstairs meeting room.
Please be a little bit early, so we can start on time.

Best wishes,

Franz Huber

Helensvale Writers Group
helensvalewriters@ gmail.com

0484 597 451
Why punctuation is important:
You said, I said,
Booktrovert: No more “No, more

shopping.” shopping!"
A person who
prefers the
company of
fictional characters
to real people.
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